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Understanding the Community
Right to Bid
The Community Right to Bid (Assets of
Community Value in legislation) is one of
a raft of new initiatives introduced in the
Localism Act 2011, and comes into force
when it has completed its final
Parliamentary stage in Autumn 2012. 

The Community Right to Bid allows
communities and parish councils to
nominate buildings or land for listing by the
local authority as an asset of community
value. An asset can be listed if its principal
use furthers (or has recently furthered) their
community’s social well-being or social
interests (which include cultural, sporting or
recreational interests) and is likely to do so
in the future. When a listed asset comes to
be sold, a moratorium on the sale (of up to
six months) may be invoked, providing local
community groups with a better chance to
raise finance, develop a business and to make
a bid to buy the asset on the open market.    

Background

The Localism Act
The Localism Act 2011 includes new
freedoms and flexibilities for local government.
It also introduces new rights and powers for
individuals and communities to take over
public services, community assets and
influence planning and development. This
includes the Community Right to Bid. The
other main new rights are Community Right
to Challenge and Community Right to Build. 

The other Community Rights

Community Right to Build 
Community Right to Build is a new power
that gives local organisations the right to
bring forward small-scale community-led

developments. The new right forms part of
the Neighbourhood Planning provisions in
the Localism Act that give parish councils,
or neighbourhood forums the right to
develop plans for their area. Development
proposals in neighbourhood plans, and
Community Right to Build will need to be
agreed through an independent
examination, and have the agreement of 50%
of people who vote through a community
referendum. Local Authorities have a duty
to assist and advise community organisations,
which are also free to involve partners such
as developers or housing associations. 

Community Right to Challenge
Community Right to Challenge is the right
for community organisations to say that
they are interested in running a particular
public service and potentially get the
chance to bid to do this. If a community
group, charity, parish council or group of
public sector staff identifies a service they
would like to run then they can submit an
expression of interest to the authority. If
accepted this will trigger a procurement
exercise. The interested group will then
most likely need to compete with others in
a competitive tendering process. 

Community Asset Transfer
Community Asset Transfer is the transfer of
management and/or ownership of land or
buildings from a public body to a
community-based organisation, at less than
market value, in order to promote social,
economic or environmental well-being.  

The Community Right to Bid is sometimes
confused with Community Asset Transfer.
Although they share some of the same
objectives, these are substantively different



mechanisms that communities can use to
acquire land and buildings. The crucial
differences are: 

• Community Asset Transfer is the transfer
of ownership or management of publicly
owned assets, whereas the Community
Right to Bid applies to some public and
some privately owned assets. 

• Community Asset Transfer is the transfer
of management or ownership at less
than market value. Community Right to
Bid gives a window of opportunity for a
community group to compete to buy an
asset on the open market. 

• Community Asset Transfer is a voluntary
process entered into proactively by
public bodies. The Community Right to
Bid is a pre-emptive legal right pertaining
to communities.

How the Community Right to

Bid will work 

The Legislation 
How the Community Right to Bid works is
set out in the Localism Act and Regulations:

With the Community Right to Bid, Local
Authorities must keep a ‘List of Assets of
Community Value’; the legislation sets out
in detail the process they must enter into
and what information they must include. 

The legislation also outlines the definition
of an asset of community value, what
groups can legitimately nominate, the
appeals process for land owners, timescales
for groups interested in buying land or
property on the list, and compensation
available to the owners of land or property
on the list. 

What is an Asset of Community

Value? 
A building or other land is an asset of
community value if its main use has
recently been or is presently used to further

the social wellbeing or social interests of
the local community and could do so in the
future. The Localism Act states that “social
interests” include cultural, recreational and
sporting interests.

The regulations list a number of situations
where land or buildings are exempted from
inclusion on the list or operation of the
moratorium. These include homes, hotels,
assets being transferred between kindred
businesses, and Church of England land
holdings. 

Who can nominate Assets of

Community Value
A number of community organisations can
nominate land and buildings for inclusion
on the list: parish councils, neighbourhood
forums (as defined in Neighbourhood
Planning regulations), unconstituted
community groups of at least 21 members,
not-for-private-profit organisations (e.g.
charities).  

Community organisations also have to have
a local connection, which means their
activities are wholly or partly concerned
with the area, or with a neighbouring
authority’s area. 

Decisions and appeals
If a community organisation nominates
land or buildings that meet the definition of
an Asset of Community Value, and the
nomination process was undertaken
correctly (i.e. came from a group entitled to
nominate), then the Local Authority must
include the asset on its list. Assets will
remain on the list for at least 5 years. 

If the council decides that the nomination
doesn’t meet the criteria, then they must
write to the group who nominated the asset
and provide an explanation. They must also
keep a list of unsuccessful nominations for
at least 5 years. 



Landowners can ask local authorities to
review the inclusion of an asset on the list,
and this triggers an appeal to an independent
body, called a First Tier Tribunal. 

Moratorium Periods 
The Community Right to Bid does not give
the right of first refusal to community
organisations to buy an asset that they
successfully nominate for inclusion on the
local authority’s list. What it does do is give
time for them to put together the funding
necessary to bid to buy the asset on the
open market. 

If an owner wants to sell property/land that
is on the list, they must tell the local
authority. If the nominating body is keen to
develop a bid, they can then call for the
local authority to trigger a moratorium
period, during which time the owner
cannot proceed to sell the asset. 

There are two moratorium periods. Both
start from the date the owner of the asset
tells the local authority of their intention to
sell. The first is the interim moratorium
period, which is 6 weeks, during which time
a community organisation can decide if
they want to be considered as a potential
bidder. The other is a full moratorium
period, which is six months, during which a
community organisation can develop a
proposal and raise the money required to
bid to buy the asset. 

The regulations list some situations where
the Moratorium will not be applied, even
when it is an Asset of Community Value on
the list. These exceptions include the sale
of assets from one partner or another (for
example in a divorce).

Funding 
In August 2012, the government announced
grant funding which community organisations
can apply for in order to make use of the
Community Right to Bid or Community
Asset Transfer. The Social Investment
Business is managing the £16 million grants
programme ‘Community Ownership and
Management of Assets’ on behalf of the
Department for Communities and Local
Government. 

Glossary
• Assets of Community Value – building or

land used to further the social wellbeing
in particular, though not exclusively, the
cultural, recreational or sporting interests
of the local community

• Community organisation – parish
council, charity, community group,
neighbourhood forum, not-for-profit
company

• Disposal of land/property – sale
• First Tier Tribunal – independent body to

decide on appeals by owners against
assets being listed, and against decisions
on compensation

• Local connection – the connection that
community organisations have with the
area that the asset in question is in

• Moratorium period – periods during
which a sale cannot go through, which
community organisations can consider if
they are a potential bidder, and if so, time
to raise the money to buy

• Not-for-profit company – companies
whose activities benefit the community
and who reinvest surplus made from
trading back into the community (often
called Social Enterprises or Community
Interest Companies)


