Biodiversity

Biodiversity is a measure of the number of species of animals and plants within a defined area. The Government National Ecosystem Assessment illustrated the importance of nature in stating “the enormous value of inland wetlands to water quality, the value of pollination to agriculture, the health benefits of experiencing nature and, not least, how nature and wildlife enrich all our lives”.* The Government Policy Paper also underlines that “contact with nature is good for our physical and mental health”.  Biodiversity is also seen to play a rôle in sustainability and the moderation of climate change.
As a predominantly agricultural community bordered by scattered woodland and a river valley to the south, the parish supports a rich and varied wild life.  Despite much intensive farming, there are a number of fields marked by rigg and furrow suggesting a relative lack of significant recent disturbance.  The overall structure of the landscape offers many wild-life corridors along the stretch of the Browney valley and extending throughout the parish.  Although there are no statutory protected areas, locally volunteer managed woodland at the edge of the village has provided the means to develop a wild life strategy together with educational and social resources.  Records for this and adjacent areas furnish the opportunity to monitor future changes in the local biota.  Additionally, approximately half a hectare of experimental flower meadow has been developed by the County Council on the Clink field.
Aims

· To be sympathetic to the condition of the local environment and ensure that there is no loss to biodiversity.  Where records exist these should be used as a base-line for the maintenance or improvement of the natural environment
· Continue to increase awareness and understanding of local biodiversity by developing managed areas for educational and leisure use
· Attract and engage more people in active conservation work

· Develop wild flower and insect friendly planting to encourage pollinators.
· Explore the potential role of biodiversity offsetting to mitigate the effects of development

· Provide information on the local environment through the village website

· Provide relevant information on published walks through the parish.
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