Witton Gilbert – Housing Questionnaire responses
Local Estate Agents
General observations
1. The small survey was carried out in Nov 2014 and reflects the market conditions at that time and the results are there for difficult to extrapolate over the 15 year life of the Neighbourhood Plan.
2. Witton is seen as part of the collection of west Durham villages that surround Durham city such as Sacriston, Langley Park, Bear Park, etc. where the down turn in house prices has suppressed the market due to negative equity, low demand and difficulty in obtaining finance.
Comments were made which suggested that Witton is seen as slightly more desirable than the average for this group.

Housing Demand 
Rental demand is high with demand in the owner occupier category average for the outlying villages. 
Market supply 
In the rental sector demand out strips supply but in homes for purchase supply exceeds demand.

Comments

Asked about the likelihood of selling new homes in the village both respondents gave a very positive response.
Family Types
The largest demand in both rental and home ownership is in young families and retired people.  With single person rental as the next level of demand. 

Size of homes
2 & 3 bedrooms have the biggest demand followed by 4 bedroom and then one bedroom homes. No demand for 5 bedroom.

Is Witton a desirable place to live?

 See note 2 
Main reason people are looking to move to Witton.

There is no general trend of people move for a particular reason.
